
Mission 

The University of Rochester is committed to ensuring the humane and appropriate care of its research 

animals. To this end, animal husbandry and care complies with all federal regulations while

 animal health and safety, personnel safety, or the goals of the research. 

As such, environmental enrichment that does not interfere with research results will be provided to all 

laboratory animals. Exemptions from the environmental enrichment and social housing plans must be 

scientifically justified and approved by UCAR. 

Environmental Enrichment 

According to the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, “The primary aim of environmental 

enrichment is to enhance animal well-being by providing animals with sensory and motor stimulation 

through structures and resources that facilitate the expression of species-typical behaviors and promote 

psychological well-being through physical exercise, manipulative activities, and cognitive challenges 

according to species specific characteristics” (NCR, 2011). Furthermore, appropriate enrichment activities 

provide animals with choices within their environments which promotes overall behavioral health.   

At the University of Rochester enrichment activities include social interaction for social species, 

structural and manipulative resources, a variety of edible enrichment items, and sensory enhancements. 

Positive reinforcement training is also available to establish husbandry and medical behaviors, 

cooperation, or to foster positive human-animal interactions. The following are types of enrichment 

strategies 

https://awionline.org/
http://www.lbs-biotech.com/
http://www.primateproducts.com/

