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Third, childhood blood lead testing rates were subopti-
mal from the national to local levels; consequently, these
findings may not be generalizable to all children.

In conclusion, using recent data, this study found
that the rates of childhood lead poisoning, as defined,
decreased significantly nationwide. These declines
were greater for Monroe County, which had higher
baseline rates of EBLL and an older housing stock,
than the U.S. overall. The experience of Monroe
County demonstrates the role of local health depart-
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