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Good afternoon everyone. On behalf of the conference organizers and myself, I 
would like to thank all of the wonderful speakers and panel participants for their 
expert contributions today. 
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The company that produces ACTIVATE software is called C8 Sciences because 
there are 8 core cognitive capacities in regard to Executive Function in the brain: 

1) Sustained attention 
2) Working memory 
3) Speed of information processing 
4) Response Inhibition ( ability to control your response to 

distractions/events/situations going on around you) 
5) Cognitive flexibility (ability to think creatively) 
6) Category Formation (ability to prioritize tasks and organize information) 
7) Pattern Formation (combining past experience, intuition and common 



However… we cannot move forward within our profession with a horse and 
buggy mentality… or not being aware of current brain research and technology… 
or dragging our feet.  We’ve always known that the lives of children are at stake. 

We know that lead is a powerful neurotoxin and can literally change the 
structure of the brain. We also know that severe trauma can do much of the same 
thing to the brain, as well as prolonged and sustained high anxiety. 
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Let’s take out our magic wand….and start imagining. 

Think of a world where all or most children are able to learn normally by 
the end of grade 2 to begin grade 3.  

Special education is a vortex…children go in and rarely come out 
declassified. Think of a world where we can declassify large numbers of children 
rather quickly and a world where very few children are classified in the first place. 

Think of a world where we can neutralize the bone-crunching effects of 
severe poverty on the brain and have all or most children begin their education 
with all 8 core cognitive capacities in regard to Executive Function operating in a 
healthy, coordinated and strong way. 

Of all of the brain training software on the market, I am most impressed 
with C8 Science’s ACTIVATE.  I have read many case studies regarding this 
software and I looked closely to what the school principals and teachers say. One 
high poverty school in NYC, for example, brought their standard assessments 
from the bottom third to the top third after using this brain training software. The 
comments that principals, classroom teachers, and parents make regarding the 
ACTIVATE program are very hard to ignore or discount. 

Assessment of each child’s special needs and abilities is imbedded within 
the program. We all know that conventional assessment processes are time-
consuming and expensive, so they are reserved for children who demonstrate 
clear signs of cognitive or emotional issues. Most children just sink or swim until a 
problem is noticed, and by then they have already fallen behind. Early diagnosis 
and intervention can put children on a success trajectory at the beginning of their 
formative years.  

In most case studies that I read, the entire school was introduced to the 
software so no child would be isolated or stigmatized. The software runs an 
assessment of each child and adjusts to the individual needs of that child. 
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Let me be clear…I’m not here to run a commercial for the ACTIVATE 
software. As I mentioned a few minutes ago, there are a number of brain training 
software programs on the market and they all deserve a long, hard look. 
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I believe that educators should make strong connections and partnerships with 
researchers, especially brain researchers, and we have the largest number of 
colleges and universities, per capita, of any city in the nation.  
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If I was still in the Principal’s chair, I would organize a small pilot, randomized field 
study in partnership with the University of Rochester Medical Center to measure 
the effectiveness of these programs. If the results of the pilot randomized field 
study match the case studies of this product, I would provide it for my entire 
school… 

Research and technology are making giant leaps forward daily and we have 
to do our very best to keep up with what is on the leading curve. By partnering 
with colleges and universities we can vet and test the new products on the 
market and bring them to our children with confidence as quickly as possible. 
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We don’t have to wring our hands in desperation and see so many of our children 
falling through the cracks daily. We can institute interventions like Principal 
Caterina Leone Mannino is doing at Enrico Fermi School No.17.  
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She has had her school embrace restorative justice circles and trauma-informed 
classrooms school-wide…and much more. 
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As a School District, Rochester…or any surrounding district… can examine the 
brain-training options and provide the best of these programs for children…and 
we can and should do these things immediately. 
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My magic wand indicates to me that if we do these things and more, there will 


