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M.S. Program in Microbiology: 
Track specific curriculum structures and registration requirements 

 
Fall – First Year (first semester) 
Microbiology Immunology Virology 
Foundations I 5.0 (IND 431) Foundations I 5.0 (IND 431) Foundations I 5.0 (IND 431) 
Ethics 1.0 (IND 501) Ethics 1.0 (IND 501) Ethics 1.0 (IND 501) 
Pathogenesis 4.0 (MBI 414) Immunology 4.0 (MBI 473)  
Path. Sem. 1.0 (MBI 514) Immunology Sem. 1.0 (MBI 573)  

Student Seminar 1.0 (MBI 501) Student Seminar 1.0 (MBI 501) Student Seminar 1.0 (MBI 501) 
  MS Research 5.0 (MBI 495) 
TOTAL: 12.0 TOTAL: 12.0 TOTAL: 12.0 

 

Spring – First Year (second semester) 
 

Microbiology Immunology Virology 
Foundations I 5.0 (IND 431) Foundations II 5.0 (IND 431) Foundations II 5.0 (IND 431) 
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MBI 899 Form Information 
 

Registration for MBI 899 indicates that the student is working at full-time effort with the advisor on 
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C. Grading Policies and Academic Standing 
 

MS Research (MBI 495), Student Seminar (MBI 501), and MBI 899 (Dissertation status) are graded 
using S/U options. Other classes use the letter grading system approved by the University. Please 
note that a grade of C or lower results in a formal notice of academic probation. At that time, we 
ask students to meet with the Program Director to discuss options for remediation and to identify 
issues requiring additional support or intervention. The advisor is also folded into the discussion. 

 
Two grades of C or lower result in a formal meeting with Graduate Education, the Program Director, 
and the advisor. At that time, student performance, goals, and expectations are reviewed. Methods 
to remediate gaps and work through challenges will be discussed and implemented as agreed upon 
by all parties. 

 
It is important to note that failing grades where no credit is earned translate to lack of 
credit/requirements for program completion. In the event of a failing grade, the student must meet 
with the Program Director and advisor (and Graduate Education if required) to discuss options for 
continuing in the program, typically under an extended timeline. 

 
Incomplete status options for a course will be discussed on a case-by-case basis when students are 
unable to complete course requirements within a semester. 
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D. Laboratory Research Masters (Plan A) 
 

• Under Plan A, the student registers for a total of 24 credit hours the first year. MS Research 
credit (MBI495) will vary each semester, depending on the required courses dictated 
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E. Library Research Masters (Plan B) 
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F. Choice of Research Advisor 
 

In conjunction with the decision to pursue one of the three available curriculum tracks, each student 
should choose a faculty advisor to serve as their thesis mentor. The choice of a thesis mentor should 
occur by October 15th of the first year. Advisors must be chosen from among the full-time, tenure 
track faculty with primary or secondary appointments within the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology. 

 
A faculty member may decide not to accept a student on grounds that are not a reflection on the 
student. Examples are: limitation of laboratory space or facilities, limitation of funds to support 
research, pressing time commitments which preclude the faculty member devoting sufficient time 
to the student's training and education, plans for a sabbatical leave, etc. 

 
Each student, before making a choice, should become acquainted with a range of individuals and 
research activities in the Department. Students are encouraged to contact faculty members 
dace 0 (em)y
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G. 
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H. Thesis Defense (Plans A and B) 
 

Four weeks before the MS oral exam, please give the MS Program Administrator the following 
information: 

• Date 
• Time 
• Place 
• Committee Member Names 
• Copy of Abstract and Title Page 
• Program of Study* 
• Completed Diploma Form (obtained from Program Administrator) 

 
* The MS Program Administrator will prepare your program of study, and submit it to the Program 
Director for approval and signature. 

 
For both Plan A and Plan B, 
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I. MS Thesis Format: 
 

The format presents the thesis work in the context of the current literature with a standard 
organization and formatting, as described in the dissertation manual for PhD theses found here: 

-education/academic-resources/dissertation-manual/ 
 
 

1. Introduction. This is a scholarly critical review of the literature that presenes the 
current state of knowledge in the thesis area. Although no specific page requirements are 
set, it should be considerably more comprehensive in scope than is typical for the 
introduction to a research paper in a journal. The section should therefore also include a 
statement of the research problem or question addressed by the work, presented within the 
framework of the current state of knowledge. 

 
2. Materials and Methods. The description of the methods used in the research 
should be sufficiently detailed and complete enough to allow another researcher to 
duplicate the experiments. Any modifications of standard procedures should be described 
in full. The source of the materials used in the study should be indicated as necessary. 

 
3. Results. The results section contains the presentation of experimental results, 
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J. 
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K. Emergency or Temporary Closings and Other Changes in Class Schedules and University 
Operations.   
 
The University plans to commence and conclude classes on the dates indicated in the academic 
calendars. But unforeseen circumstances or events may occur that require the University to 
temporarily close or otherwise make adjustments to its student life, residential housing, class 
schedules and format, method and location of instruction, educational activities, and operations 
because of reasons beyond the University's control. For example, such circumstances or events 
may include but are not limited to inclement weather, the onset of public health crises, being 
subject to government order(s), significant safety or security concerns, faculty illness, strikes, 
labor disturbances, sabotage, terrorism, war, riot, civil unrest, fire, flood, earthquake, acts of God, 
malfunction of University equipment (including computers), cyberattacks, unavailability of 
particular University facilities occasioned by damage to the premises, repairs or other causes, as 
well as disruption/unavailability of utilities, labor, energy, materials, transportation, electricity, 
security, or the internet. If any of these or other unforeseen circumstances or events outside of the 
University's control occur, the University will respond as necessary and appropriate, and it 
assumes no liability for any interruption or adjustments made to student life, residential housing, 
class schedules and format, method and location of instruction, educational activities, and 
operations caused by these or other unforeseen circumstances or events. And the University shall 
not be responsible for the refund of any tuition or fees in the event of any such unforeseen 
circumstances or events, except as may otherwise be expressly provided in the University's Leave 
of Absence and Withdrawal Policy or its published tuition refund schedule (Payments and 
Refunds - Office of the Bursar (rochester.edu)). 


