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Redeveloping Rochester: Brownfields and Public Health 

 
What is a brownfield? 

Brownfields are typically commercial or industrial properties that are more 
difficult to buy, sell and redevelop because of the costs and legal concerns 
associated with real or perceived environmental contamination. Examples of 



  

2 
Produced by the University of Rochester Environmental Health Sciences Center – December 2014    
Funded by the Greater Rochester Health Foundation 

 
 

Why is redevelopment of a brownfield healthier for my neighborhood? 

Brownfield cleanup and redevelopment by private owners or governments not 
only improves vacant and ugly properties, but it also creates sites for possible 
new housing, businesses, recreation spaces, and services that improve a 
neighborhood. By eliminating vacancy and blight, redevelopment can improve 
safety and strengthen the sense of community within neighborhoods.   
 

How can I help? 

Community members can help by participating in planning for brownfield cleanup 
and redevelopment, and by voicing ideas and concerns throughout the process. 
Long-term residents can often offer valuable historic information about 
brownfield sites.  

It is important for community members to be part of the whole 
redevelopment process. This includes: 

 Learn: Ask questions and attend public meetings. 

 Give input: Inform decision makers about what is right for your 
neighborhood. 

 Report: During cleanup and construction, contact the project 
manager to report any problems or concerns. 
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