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mortality and natality data (i.e., no sampling).
They are consistently and comprehensively
measured each month, making them ideal
for a time-series study lasting several decades.
On the basis of these files, we created
frequencies and rates of low birth weight
(< 2500 g at birth) and postneonatal mortality
(28–364 days) by state and month from 1980
through 2011. Postneonatal mortality is
largely the result of the conditions in which
infants live by contrast to neonatal mortality,
which is often the result of a complex mix
of genetic and health care delivery factors.3

State Minimum Wage
and Covariates

To assess effects of state-level minimum
wages on infant outcomes, we calculated the
difference between state-level minimum




