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Objectives. To investigate the effects of state minimum wage laws on low birth

weight and infant mortality in the United States.

Methods.Weestimatedtheeffectsofstate-levelminimumwage lawsusingadifference-

in-differences approachon rates of lowbirthweight (< 2500g) andpostneonatalmortality

(28–364 days) by state andmonth from 1980 through 2011. All models included state and

year fixed effects as well as state-specific covariates.

Results. Across all models, a dollar increase in the minimum wage above the federal

level was associated with a 1% to 2% decrease in low birth weight births and a 4%

decrease in postneonatal mortality.

Conclusions. If all states in 2014 had increased their minimum wages by 1 dollar,

there would likely have been 2790 fewer low birth weight births and 518 fewer

postneonatal deaths for the year. (Am J Public Health. 2016;106:1514–1516. doi:

10.2105/AJPH.2016.303268)

Previous research has consistently linked
low income with increased risk of pre-

mature mortality throughout the life span.1,2

As a stark example, the US excess infant
mortality rate (defined in comparison with
4 peer countries) during the postneonatal
period (28–364 days) is driven almost entirely
by excess infant deaths among mothers of
lower socioeconomic status.3 Low birth
weight is also a sensitive consequence of low
income, has been established as one of the
most important predictors of infant mortality,
and increases the risk of deleterious health and
economic effects into adulthood.4 Alarm-
ingly, more than 1 in 4 women giving birth in
the United States are below poverty level.5

Minimum wage standards are an important
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mortality and natality data (i.e., no sampling).
They are consistently and comprehensively
measured each month, making them ideal
for a time-series study lasting several decades.
On the basis of these files, we created
frequencies and rates of low birth weight
(< 2500 g at birth) and postneonatal mortality
(28–364 days) by state and month from 1980
through 2011. Postneonatal mortality is
largely the result of the conditions in which
infants live by contrast to neonatal mortality,
which is often the result of a complex mix
of genetic and health care delivery factors.3

State Minimum Wage
and Covariates

To assess effects of state-level minimum
wages on infant outcomes, we calculated the
difference between state-level minimum
wage and the federal minimum wage in each




