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INTRODUCTION
Previous survey data suggests that deaf and  

hard-of-hearing college students have a relatively 
high previous-year suicide attempt rate (6% - 
18%; Turner et al., 2006). However, those  
surveys did not control the English language 
difficulty of their items or their respondents’ 
reading skills. Deaf and hard-of-hearing  
respondents could have misunderstood survey  
items due to weak reading skills and reported 
falsely elevated suicide attempt rates.

The National Center for Deaf Health Research 
developed the Health Behavior Survey - Modified 
English Version (HBS) to survey a broad range of 
health risk behaviors while minimizing English 
language comprehension demands on deaf and 
hard-of-hearing college respondents. The suicide- 
related survey items from a recent HBS 
administration and respondents’ reading test 
scores were used to determine if deaf and hard- 
of-hearing college entering young adults report a 
higher rate of suicide ideation or suicide attempts 
than college-entering hearing young adults.  
Additional items from the HBS were used to  
explore relationships of reported suicidality with 
known risk factors such as depression, substance 
useyr  
reading difficulty, depression, other mental health 
factors). Understanding these interactions, and  
the roles of gender and reading skill as suicide 
risk factors, may help to develop interventions for 
specific subgroups of deaf and hard-of-hearing  
young adults at risk for attempted suicide.

METHOD
HBS Survey Construction

•Survey Scope: 71 items about physical/mental 
health, demographics, and communication  
traits.

•Item Selection: From national health surveys; 
some newly created items.
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