


  
Conclusion: Inspection at the individual case level revealed inconsistencies in receptive 
language age equivalents that were not visible at a cohort level. These same inconsistencies were 
not seen in expressive language age equivalents. Researchers defining significant progress in 
language skills over time should be cautious of using receptive language age equivalents as a 
sole outcome measure. Future research studying a larger sample size, more informant 
perspectives, and/or a comparison of additional measures may further validate these findings and 
inform clinicians about how to appropriately assess the language progress of minimally verbal 
preschool-aged children with ASD. 
 


