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Title:    Multiview Videofluoroscopically Guided Su periorly Based Poster ior Pharyngeal Flap 
Surgery Improves Speech Outcomes without Creating Obstructive Sleep Apnea. 
 
Background: Velopharyngeal insufficiency (VPI) results from incomp lete closure between the 
naso- and oropharynx. Excess nasal air emission resulting from VPI impairs production of 
intelligible speech. Children often develop compensatory misarticulations. These are 
problematic because they typically persist following surgical correction of VPI and may require 
extensive speech therapy to eradicate. Posterior pharyngeal flap (PPF) surgery is effective at 
improving velopharyngeal sufficiency, but historical



Conclusions: Pre-operative removal of significant adenotonsillar tissue along with pre-
operative visualization data to assess structure and function of the velopharynx to guide surgical 
approach results in good speech outcome while limiting the occurrence of OSA.��


