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ABSTRACT 
Title: Falling Through The Cracks: Characteristics of Under-triage in Pediatric Trauma Patients 
 
Background:   
Trauma is the primary cause of death in pediatric patients.1,2 The injury severity score (ISS) is a 
commonly accepted method of retrospectively measuring the appropriateness/effectiveness of trauma 
activations.3,4



triaged pediatric stab wound patients (mean ISS: 13.25) that Cribari would have missed (p = 0.003). 
While the CM method used for pediatric stab wound victims produced a CM UT rate of 2.8% (3/143), 
NFTI produced an under-triage rate of 11.43% (24/210, p=0.003; Table).  
 

 
 

Conclusion: NFTI is more sensitive than Cribari in detecting under-triage in pediatric stab wound 
victims. NFTI detected significantly more under-triaged pediatric stab wound patients than Cribari, 
including patients with ISS < 15 that would have been missed by the Cribari method (p = 0.003). 
Pediatric stab wound victims are more likely to be systematically under-triaged. It is critical to review 
URMC’s current Trauma Triage Guidelines to address this issue. Raising critical stab wounds from a 
Pediatric Level II Trauma to a Pediatric Level I Trauma at URMC may decrease under-triage rates 
during trauma activation. 
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