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Partnering to Prevent Violence and Promote 

Community Resilience 
     Mass tragedies during recent decades have provoked deeply 

troubling questions about violence, public safety, firearms, 

mental illness, privacy, and personal liberties. At the same 

time, most gun-related deaths occur one by one. In 2013, there 

were more than 32,000 firearm related deaths, 19,000 

suicides, and 11,000 homicides. How can we make a 

difference? How can we establish a reservoir of resilience and 

prosocial behaviors in our communities to confront and 

transform social norms that reinforce violence? 

     The Office of Mental Health Promotion recently hosted a 

daylong, small group summit, co-sponsored by University of 

Rochester President Joel Seligman, to consider how 

communities in Monroe County can reduce lethal violence. 

State and county leaders, along with mental health 

professionals, came together to form a "think tank". 

     The overall goal was to formulate a collaborative prevention 

agenda for Rochester and Monroe County, complimenting 

current efforts with family-focused programming. Whether 

violence is directed toward others or self, it universally occurs 

in a context that embeds individuals in families, communities, 

and the broader society. 

     The group embarked on system dynamics model-building, a 

longitudinal method particularly suited to showing how 

relationships among elements in a system influence the 

behavior of the entire system over time.

 

Community Oriented Events  

  

 International Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Day will be held this Saturday, 
November 22nd 10:30am-3pm in the 
Case Methods Room at the UR School 
of Medicine & Dentistry. Parking is 
available in the MRB lot on Elmwood 
Ave. For registration or more 
information, call Karen at (585) 683-
1807. 
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     This training is designed for patients, families, medical 

personnel, and community members interested in helping save 

lives. Trainings are the 1st Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in 

the Methadone Waiting Room. Space is limited to 30 people. 

RSVP to Michele Herrmann 585-275-1829. 
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