








 
 

BIRD FORMULARY 
DRUG NAME and DOSE ROUTE & 

FREQUENCY 
NOTES 

Anesthesia 

Isoflurane, Induce 3-5%; 
Maintenance 2-3% Inhalation 

Bird can be placed in a chamber or induced 
via mask. Intubation in birds is relatively 
easy. 

Ketamine 1.5-6 mg/kg + 
Dexmedetomidine 40-
160mcg/kg 

SQ 

Can be used to maintain anesthesia delivered 



Analgesics 
Meloxicam  
0.1mg/kg 
 
0.5mg/kg  

IM q24h 
 

PO q12h 
NSAID 

Carprofen 1mg/kg SQ q12-24h NSAID 
Buprenorphine 0.01-
0.05mg/kg IM q8-12h Opioid agonist-antagonist 

Butorphanol 0.5-2mg/kg IM q6h Opioid agonist-antagonist 
 
 
RABBIT FORMULARY 

DRUG NAME and DOSE ROUTE & 



NONHUMAN PRIMATE FORMULARY 

DRUG NAME and DOSE ROUTE & 
FREQUENCY NOTES 

Sedation/Tranquilization 

Ketamine 8-10mg/kg + 
Midazolam 0.25mg/kg – 
Glycopyrrolate 0.004mg/kg 

IM 

Diazepam causes pain on intramuscular 
injection and is not tissue soluble, so 
midazolam is preferred over diazepam for IM 
injections. Since midazolam is tissue soluble, 
it produces more reliable sedation that may 





Propofol 2-4mg/kg IV Used to induce general anesthesia for 
intubation; administer slowly to effect 

Maintenance 
Isoflurane 1-2%  

Amiodarone 10mg/kg + 
0.5mg/kg/hr IV 

Amiodarone is an anti-



Fentanyl 5-20mcg/kg/hr IV CRI 

Short-acting opioid useful for intra-operative 
pain management during major invasive 
procedures; Required as balanced anesthesia 
for procedures such as sternotomies that are 
expected to cause severe pain 



Lidocaine/Bupivacaine 
<2 mg/kg 

Infiltrate or apply topically; 
Lasts 1-4 hours; Re-dose as 
needed  

(not to exceed a total dose of 
2 mg/kg) 
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For animals experiencing a craniotomy, a regional scalp block with 2mg/kg bupivacaine 
is recommended. The supraorbital nerves are blocked as they emerge from each orbit by 
palpating the supraorbital notch, inserting the needle along the upper orbital margin, 
perpendicular to the skin, just medial to the supraorbital foramen. The occipital nerve is then 
blocked as it exits the skull near the occipital protuberance. The occipital artery on the back of 
the skull is palpated, and bupivacaine is injected medially after careful aspiration to avoid intra-
arterial injection. These three injections are sufficient to regionally block the scalp for the 
region of most head post and chamber placements. 
 
 


