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Todav. half a cenpyy after the end of the Second Wikl War lanan is in midst nf difficult anlit-

ical and economic changes. As realistic problems, we must decide how we are to deal with the vague
anxieties that many feel about an aging society, which will become a fact in the near future, and with
changes for the worse in the global environment, given the prolonged cconomic recession and polit-
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end of the war Japan was confronted with a devastated national landscape, but the country rebuilt its
political institutions and economy and rode the wave of high economic growth that began around
1955, taking full advantage of technical innovation, to become one of the economic superpowers,
second only to the United States, with economic growth that sustains a GDP equal 1o that of the EUL
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an indisputable fact that the resulting inadequacies in the infrastructure are a major cause of distor-
tions in regional socicty and the life of Japan’s people. Economically, we may feel that we have over-
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Steel, as a steel maker, 15 not simply to increase its revenues, but to become a pioneer in technical
development by making full use of its technology with respect to original steel materials as a pro-
ducer of steel, its technology in the area of construction materials, and its superb research facilities
for research and development, and using steel materials not only in steel structures, but also in the
construction business through mutual linkage with its many group companics.

The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995 pointed up the fact that man must give full considera-
tion scientifically and techmcally to his response to nature. In this natural disaster, the superiority of
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required in dealing with these points.
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