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Information Systems in the Era of Network”

Synopsis:

The information system has been widely expanding its
role as the network era has come. Kawasaki Steel has
developed and operated systems for making proper
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(5) Network-Oriented Period: 1996 to Date 4 Examples of Information System Using

The “one personal computer per person” en\{iror}- Networks
ment was built, and groupware, the Internet, which is
3 globa] standard network. and the Internet. which is a 4.1 Examples of Network Application in Sales
system dedicated to intracompany use of the Intranet, and Logistics

became established as means of day-to-day informa-
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ations, including mission-critical work. The departments related to sales 1ntroduced group-
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system that provides market information from the stand-
point of “customers” or “projects”. Moreover, in order to
A general configuration of the company’s information  further enhance customer services, a system for retriev-
systems is shown in Fig. 1. ing information on “products” has been built to provide
(1) Back-End Systems information on product catalogs, examples of product
Back-end systems, which do the mission-critical  application and technical data, of not only Kawasak1
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3 Current State of Information Systems







various kinds of planning activities, activities of balanc-
ing of delivery dates and process status management
activities, (2) reducing the product inventory by pull
production accomplished by shortening the lead time for
paperwork and optimum inventory ratio control accom-
plished by providing the latest information of customers,
(3) promotion of B to B (business to business), and so
on.
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supply to support consolidated business management. In  the network age were described. Today, information sys-
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lected from affiliated companies is stocked as an “affili- information at any moment, from any place” and the

ated company database” and used in consolidated  Internet has become indispensable as an infrastructure

accounting operations, and various simulations for for-  for this purpose. In the use of networks, front-end sys-
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possible. A common package for financial accounting is  order to use these systems on a full-scale basis, it is nec-
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