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   Greetings!  This newsletter will focus on the most frequently reported concerns from our NICU 
parents whose infants are now age three, which are speech, motor development, and behavior.  At age three 
toddlers are beginning to develop a sense of self, separate from parents or caregivers.  Understanding and 
respecting this growing independence is a common parental challenge.  Literature supports that early learning 
environments are not about speeding up learning with expensive toys and instructions.  Instead it focuses on how 
adults interact with young children and set up ordinary environments to support and foster early learning. 

Language 
 

        A child’s overall future success can be improved 
greatly through early identification of communication 
disorders. Early identification can prevent the 
development of behavior problems, difficulties with 
learning, and problems with social and emotional 
development. 
        The MOST obvious sign of possible hearing loss 
is a delay in speech. If you have concerns about your 
child’s ability to communicate have his or her hearing 
tested. Even if this was done in the newborn period. 
         Children with mild to moderate hearing loss 
usually respond to loud sounds and pay attention when 
people are talking at normal levels but may not have 
sufficient hearing to detect the less intense sounds in 
speech especially consonant sounds. 
Other signs that you may not associate with hearing 
loss include: general inattentiveness and or behavior 
problems. 
       Parents ask about the effects of being raised in a 
bilingual home, be reassured that this situation allows 
the child to learn both languages as if each language 
were the mother tongue. If the child is experiencing 
delays the language spoken by all caregivers may be 
preferred. 

   Parental concerns 
     are highly accurate markers 
       for developmental disability. If a  
         developmental delay is suspected, 
            a child should be referred to early  
                intervention or a developmental 
                               specialist for evaluation. 
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